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ARTIST REFLECTIONS

Bodies of water are meditative and offer essential,
urgent restorative qualities that provide respite, refuge,
and regeneration. The works in Water Stories examine
water in different visual manifestations—highlighting
its powerful and mesmerizing presence. The exhibition
includes an immersive room installation with

audio, nine paintings, artist's books, and a public
participatory section.

Bodies of water have been a consistent theme in my
artist praxis. For me, water has different iterations,
components that are strong, loud, moving, and ever
changing; mesmerizing, contemplative, engulfing,
powerful; and provides a place for contemplation,
solace, peace, and reflective moments of rigorous
problem solving.

The color-filled room entitled Water, SunSet Memories,
is an installation and experiential site, evoking
memories and creating an immersive experience. The
installation has a durational, performative quality,
marking time, place, space, and experience. Physically,
the public is immersed and becomes integral to the
work. Visitors activate the installation through their
movement, gently swaying the walls of the room
mimicking the slight movement of calm water. Audio
located inside Water, SunSet Memories was recorded at
sunrise on the shores of Lake Superior. The soundscape
connects to memory and place and was created in
collaboration with author and musician Bill Gamble and
jazz musician Benny Weinbeck.

The nine color field paintings embody the physicality
of reflection through tonality, focusing on the water’s
surface quality and luminosity. The horizon line
disappears as | prioritize a conceptual approach to
water through the shimmering iridescent color created
with over 300 tissue thin layers of paint.

The 96 artist's books were created over a period of
two years during travels to various sites with bodies
of water, including Lake Superior, Duluth, Venice, ltaly,
and San Diego, California.

A public participatory invitation is offered for audiences to
engage in their own water story on artist-prepared paper.
The key prompt is: “What does water mean to you?”

[t is my hope that this body of work provides a place for
discovery, delight, contemplation, and meditation on and
about water.
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